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ABSTRACT:  This study evaluated the characteristics of the 100 most-cited papers on gerodontology 
through bibliometric metrics, focusing on understanding the international production of knowledge. 
Papers on gerodontology were selected based on their titles and scopes from the Web of Science Core 
Collection (WoS-CC) database between January 1st and January 31st, 2025. Additional comparisons 
were conducted in the Scopus and Google Scholar databases. Several bibliometric parameters were 
extracted, including title, number of citations, citation density, country of origin of the first author, 
year of publication, study design, and addressed topic. The VOSviewer software was used to create 
graphical bibliometric maps. The screening process identified 2,730 papers in the WoS-CC database, of 
which the 100 most-cited papers totaled 10,813 citations, ranging from 62 to 289 citations per paper. 
The most cited article, by Petersen (2010), accumulated a total of 1,264 citations across the three 
databases analyzed in the study. Cross-sectional studies were the most frequent (n=32), followed by 
reviews (n=14), with health services research being the category with the highest citation-per-paper 
ratio (276.11). In total, 324 researchers contributed to these studies, with Locker, D., being the most-
cited author. Community Dentistry and Oral Epidemiology was the most frequent journal among the top 
100 most cited publications. Geographically, Europe led the publications (46 papers). Based on the 100 
most cited articles, it is evident that research in gerodontology is predominantly characterized by cross-
sectional studies. These studies have had a significant impact on healthcare services research. Future 
implications suggest the need for more longitudinal studies to better understand the long-term effects 
of interventions in geriatric dentistry. Additionally, there is a growing need for research that integrates 
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diverse methodologies and explores the effectiveness of oral health strategies across different cultural 
and socioeconomic contexts.

KEYWORDS: Bibliometric analysis; Bibliometrics; Citation index; Health of the elderly.

RESUMEN: Este estudio evaluó las características de los 100 artículos más citados sobre gerodontología 
mediante métricas bibliométricas, con el objetivo de comprender la producción internacional de 
conocimiento. Los artículos sobre gerodontología fueron seleccionados según sus títulos y alcances 
en la base de datos Web of Science Core Collection (WoS-CC) entre el 1 y el 31 de enero de 2025. Se 
realizaron comparaciones adicionales en las bases de datos Scopus y Google Scholar. Se extrajeron 
diversos parámetros bibliométricos, como título, número de citas, densidad de citación, país de origen 
del primer autor, año de publicación, diseño del estudio y tema abordado. El software VOSviewer se 
utilizó para crear mapas bibliométricos gráficos. El proceso de selección identificó 2.730 artículos en la 
base de datos WoS-CC, de los cuales los 100 más citados totalizaron 10.813 citas, con un rango de 62 
a 289 citas por artículo. El artículo más citado, de Petersen (2010), acumuló un total de 1.264 citas en 
las tres bases de datos analizadas en el estudio. Los estudios transversales fueron los más frecuentes 
(n=32), seguidos por las revisiones (n=14), siendo la categoría de investigación en servicios de salud la 
que presentó la mayor razón de citas por artículo (276,11). En total, 324 investigadores contribuyeron 
a estos estudios, siendo Locker, D. el autor más citado. Community Dentistry and Oral Epidemiology fue 
la revista más frecuente entre las 100 publicaciones más citadas. Geográficamente, Europa lideró las 
publicaciones (46 artículos). Con base en los 100 artículos más citados, es evidente que la investigación 
en gerodontología se caracteriza predominantemente por estudios transversales, los cuales han tenido 
un impacto significativo en la investigación de servicios de salud. Las implicaciones futuras sugieren la 
necesidad de realizar más estudios longitudinales para comprender mejor los efectos a largo plazo de las 
intervenciones en odontología geriátrica. Además, se destaca la necesidad creciente de investigaciones 
que integren metodologías diversas y exploren la efectividad de las estrategias de salud bucal en 
diferentes contextos culturales y socioeconómicos.

PALABRAS CLAVE: Análisis bibliométrico; Bibliometría; Índice de citaciones; Salud de los ancianos.

INTRODUCTION

Bibliometrics has emerged globally as a 
fundamental tool for analyzing scientific production 
in various dental specialties-such as oral surgery, 
orthodontics, pediatric dentistry, periodontics, and 
endodontics (1-3). However, the application of this 
approach to evaluating the most-cited papers in 
gerodontology remains an underexplored field, 
despite its potential to shed light on research 
dynamics in the specialty (1).

In this context, bibliometric analysis can 
significantly contribute to identifying publications 

that have influenced the formulation of concepts, 
the implementation of public health policies, and 
clinical practice (3. Understanding the key topics 
addressed, the predominant types of research, 
and the most-cited authors in gerodontology not 
only guides professionals in selecting scientific 
evidence to support their decisions but also provi-
des journal editors with a comprehensive view of 
the relevance and impact of international publica-
tions in the field (1,3).

The relevance of gerodontology becomes 
even more pronounced considering the current 
aging population scenario (4). The increase in life 
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expectancy, combined with greater retention of 
natural teeth, poses significant challenges for the 
prevention and treatment of oral diseases in older 
adults. Maintaining good oral health in advanced 
ages directly impacts quality of life, nutrition, and 
overall health, being intrinsically linked to morbi-
dity and mortality in this age group (3-5).

Studies indicate that older adults frequently 
exhibit higher rates of gingival bleeding, periodon-
titis, plaque accumulation, and dependency on 
assistance for oral hygiene (6). Additionally, condi-
tions such as candidiasis, stomatitis, and reduced 
salivary flow are prevalent, along with an increased 
incidence of root caries on exposed surfaces (3,7). 
Another relevant aspect concerns the relations-
hip between oral health and cognitive decline, as 
individuals with dementia often present poorer 
oral health, with greater plaque accumulation and 
disease. Moreover, inadequate oral hygiene and 
the use of dentures during sleep have been linked 
to an increased risk of pneumonia (3,7,8).

Despite advances in dentistry, the treatment 
and prevention needs for the elderly population 
remain significant, and it is essential that oral 
health professionals are equipped to provide 
personalized, evidence-based care that meets the 
specific needs of this population (9,10). In this 
context, research analyzing the characteristics 
of the 100 most-cited papers on gerodontology, 
with the aim of understanding global knowledge 
production in this specialty, becomes crucial to 
consolidate a solid knowledge base on the topic. 
Understanding the main themes addressed, the 
most frequent types of research, and the most-
cited authors in the field can help professionals 
identify the most relevant scientific evidence to 
support their clinical decisions. For journal editors, 
this type of study offers a broader perspective on 

the importance of publications related to the topic 
in the international academic landscape.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

A bibliometric study with a qualitative-quanti-
tative approach was conducted from January 1st 
to January 31st, 2025, to retrieve and analyze the 
100 most-cited papers in leading gerodontology 
journals. The key gerodontology journals were 
those listed in the Journal of Citation Reports of 
Thomson Reuters Web of Science (WoS; http://
www.webofknowledge.com) under the Dentistry, 
Oral Surgery & Medicine category, provided they 
contained terms related to gerodontology in their 
titles or covered this topic in their scopes (Web 
of Science). The search strategy used across all 
three databases was based on keywords related to 
gerodontology and elderly health. The terms used 
included "gerodontology," "elderly," "geriatrics," 
"oral health in the elderly," "geriatric dental care," 
"oral hygiene in the elderly," "geriatric dental 
treatment," and "dental prevention in the elderly."

The selection of papers was carried out by 
two researchers. Initially, a list of papers publis-
hed in these journals was organized in descen-
ding order based on the number of citations in 
the WoS-CC database, with no restrictions on 
language or year of publication. Conference papers, 
letters to the editor, editorials, comments, abstracts, 
narrative reviews, and scoping reviews were exclu-
ded from the selection. Each paper's position in 
the list was determined by the highest number of 
citations in WoS-CC. Additionally, a cross-check 
was performed by comparing the citation count 
of each paper in the Scopus (https://www.scopus.
com) and Google Scholar (https://scholar.google.
com) databases for further comparisons. In case 
of a tie, the tiebreaker criterion was the highest 

http://www.webofknowledge.com
http://www.webofknowledge.com
https://www.scopus.com
https://www.scopus.com
https://scholar.google.com
https://scholar.google.com
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citation density in WoS-CC, followed by the highest 
number of citations in Scopus. The selection was 
finalized at the 100th most-cited paper, and full 
texts were obtained for analysis.

The following bibliometric parameters were 
extracted from each paper: title, number of citations 
in WoS-CC, citation density in WoS-CC (average 
number of citations per year) (11), authorship 
(names and number of authors), country and 
continent (based on the first author's affiliation at 
the time of publication), year of publication, journal 
title, study design, and research topic. (12) To 
ensure data accuracy, all information was verified, 
and any discrepancies were resolved through a 
re-examination of the original papers. A panel of 
three researchers analyzed these characteristics 
and resolved any uncertainties by consensus.

Study designs were categorized into the 
following types: cross-sectional, review, validation, 
cohort, systematic review, longitudinal, clinical 
trial, and ecological. Additionally, all papers were 
grouped into two major themes: epidemiology or 
health services research.

Validation studies were classified as those 
that assessed the reliability, accuracy, or applica-
bility of specific instruments, diagnostic tools, or 
methodologies within gerodontology. These studies 
typically included comparisons with established gold 
standards or statistical measures such as sensitivity, 
specificity, and intra/inter-examiner agreement. 

Ecological studies, on the other hand, were 
defined as those that analyzed data at a popula-
tion or group level rather than at an individual 
level. These studies often examined associations 
between environmental, socioeconomic, or health-
related factors and oral health outcomes in elderly 
populations. Unlike cross-sectional studies, which 
collect individual-level data at a single point in time, 
ecological studies aggregate data at a broader level, 

such as by geographic regions, healthcare units, or 
demographic groups. 

However, some studies may exhibit characte-
ristics of both ecological and cross-sectional designs. 
In cases where the study analyzed group-level trends 
but also included individual-level assessments, 
classification was based on the primary unit of 
analysis reported by the authors. These distinc-
tions ensured consistency in categorizing study 
designs within the bibliometric analysis.

To enhance the bibliometric analysis, the 
study was divided into two main components: 
performance analysis and scientific mapping. 
Performance analysis focused on evaluating the 
impact of publications based on citation metrics, 
authorship patterns, and journal contributions. For 
scientific mapping, keyword mapping was conduc-
ted using VOSviewer to identify key thematic 
areas in gerodontology research. Keywords from 
the 100 most-cited papers were extracted and 
analyzed to detect emerging trends and major 
research domains. The co-occurrence network of 
keywords was generated to illustrate the relation-
ships between various research themes, helping 
to identify influential topics and potential gaps in 
the literature.

For the creation of bibliometric networks, 
VOSviewer software was used. In the co-author-
ship map, author names were inserted as analy-
sis units and connected based on the number of 
co-authored papers. Only authors with at least two 
papers among the 100 most-cited were included 
in the analysis. The software grouped network 
nodes into clusters, representing sets of authors 
with strong connections. The number of clusters 
was determined by a resolution parameter, where 
higher values resulted in a greater number of 
clusters. (13) Each cluster was represented by 
a color, with more relevant terms highlighted by 
larger circles, while strongly related terms were 
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positioned closer together. Lines between terms 
indicated connections, with thicker lines represen-
ting stronger links between two terms.(13)

Data analysis was conducted using SPSS 
for Windows (version 24.0; IBM Corp), employing 
descriptive statistics for data evaluation.

RESULTS

PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS

The screening process identified 2,730 
papers from the WoS-CC database. Table 1 presents 
the 100 most-cited papers in leading dentistry 
journals, which collectively accumulated 10,813 
citations in WoS-CC. The number of citations per 
paper ranged from 62 to 289, with eight papers 
cited more than 200 times. The citation count was 
highest in Google Scholar (24,196 citations) and 

lowest in Scopus (12,143 citations). Abaixo, a 
Figure 1 apresenta o fluxograma PRISMA para os 
estudos incluídos na pesquisa.

Figure 1. Flowchart (PRISMA) from screening to study inclusion.
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The most cited article was "Global oral 
health of older people-call for public health action" 
by Petersen, published in the journal Community 
Dental Health in 2010. Considering the three 
databases analyzed, it has received 1,264 citations 
and has a citation density of 90.28 (Table 1 – third 
author). Most of the papers were published in the 
2010s, although papers from different periods 
since the 1960s have been included in the list of 
the top 100 most-cited. The oldest paper, a cohort 
study by Langer published in 1961, received 95 
citations (citation density: 1.50) (Figure 2). The 
most recent papers, published in 2019, include 
a systematic review by Göstemeyer et al., with 
75 citations (citation density: 15.0), and a cohort 
study by Okamoto et al., with 71 citations (citation 
density: 14.2). The majority of the articles included 
in the analysis had three or more authors (n=86), 
indicating a strong tendency toward collaborative 
research in the field. This was followed by studies 
with two authors (n=9), while single-author publi-
cations were the least common (n=5).  

Figure 2. Number of publications of the 100 most-cited papers by 
decade and citation count.

Table 2 presents the study design and the 
most common topics in geriatric dentistry. Among 
the study types, cross-sectional studies were the 
most frequent, with 32 papers totaling 4,210 
citations and a citation ratio of 131.56 citations 

per paper. Next, reviews stand out with 14 papers 
and 3,756 citations, showing the highest citation 
ratio per paper (268.29). Cohort and validation 
studies appear with similar numbers of papers 
(17 and 5, respectively), accumulating 3,332 and 
650 citations. The citation ratio per paper is 196 
for cohort studies and 130 for validation studies. 
Additionally, there is one systematic review paper 
with 81 citations and 8 longitudinal studies, 
totaling 744 citations with a ratio of 93 citations 
per paper. Clinical studies are represented by 21 
papers, with a total of 3,350 citations, resulting 
in a ratio of 159.52 citations per paper. Finally, 
ecological studies are the least frequent, with only 
2 papers and 232 citations, yielding a ratio of 116 
citations per paper.

The analyzed papers address two major 
themes: epidemiology and health services 
research. The first is the most predominant, with 
64 papers and 13,123 citations, resulting in a 
citation ratio of 205.05 citations per paper. Health 
services research, on the other hand, includes 36 
papers and 9,940 citations, being the category 
with the highest citation ratio per paper (276.11).

A total of 324 researchers contributed to the 
100 most-cited papers in geriatric dentistry, with 
the number of authors per paper ranging from 1 
to 18, resulting in an average of 5.3 authors per 
publication. Distinct clusters are presented in the 
co-authorship network map (Figure 3).

 Regarding the most-cited authors, as 
shown in Table 3, researcher Locker, D leads with 
five studies and a total of 1,036 citations. Feine, J, 
with four studies and 680 citations, also demons-
trates a significant academic presence. Other 
notable researchers include Lund, J, with three 
studies and 615 citations, and Miyazaki, H, who, 
despite having six studies published, accumula-
tes 598 citations, indicating relevance distribu-
ted across various publications. Authors such 
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as Takehara, T and Ikebe, K, with three and four 
studies, respectively, have citation counts close to 
each other, with 557 and 554 citations, suggesting 
a significant contribution to the field. Additionally, 
Awad, M, with only two studies, has 531 citations, 
indicating substantial impact per publication. 
Similarly, Kikutani, T, Shimazaki, Y, and Soh, I, with 
three and two studies each, accumulate between 
472 and 512 citations, further emphasizing their 
importance in disseminating scientific knowledge.

The journal Community Dentistry and Oral 
Epidemiology stands out as the most frequent, 

with 15 publications, and an impact factor of 
3.3 (Table 3). Following closely is the Journal of 
Dental Research, with nine publications, boasting 
the highest impact factor among the most-cited 
journals at 6.1. Other relevant journals include 
Gerodontology, with seven publications and an 
impact factor of 2.4, and Journal of Prosthetic 
Dentistry, with five publications and an impact 
factor of 4.1. Some journals, though less frequent, 
still hold significance, such as Journal of Clinical 
Periodontology, which, despite having only three 
publications, boasts a high impact factor of 8.7, 
demonstrating its importance in the field.

Table 2. Study design and topics of the 100 most-cited papers in key geriatric dentistry journals.

Number of papers Number of citations Citation ratioa

Study design

Cross-sectional 32 4,210 131.56

 Review 14 3,756 268.29

Validation 5 650 130

Cohort 17 3,332 196

Systematic Review 1 81 81

Longitudinal 8 744 93

Clinical Trial 21 3,350 159.52

Ecological 2 232 116

Total 100 15,855 158.55

Subject

Epidemiology 64 13,123 205.05

Health services research 36 9,940 276,11

Total 100 15,855 158.55

aCitation ratio=number of citations per number of papers in each study design and subject.
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Figure 3. Co-authorship network map of the 100 most-cited papers on geriatric dentistry research.

Table 3. Frequency of publications in scientific journals and the ten authors with the highest number of 
citations in geriatric dentistry.

Journal Frequency Impact Factor

Community Dentistry and Oral Epidemiology 15 3.3

Journal of Dental Research 9 6.1

Gerodontology 7 2.4

Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry 5 4.1

Journal of Oral Rehabilitation 4 3.9

Journal of Clinical Periodontology 3 8.7

Journal of Periodontology 3 4.2

BMC Oral Health 3 2.9

Oral Surgery, Oral Medicine, Oral Pathology, Oral Radiology, and Endodontology 3 2.0

Caries Research 3 3.5

Journal of Public Health Dentistry 3 2.0

Acta Odontologica Scandinavica 3 1.7

Journal of Dentistry 3 4.8

The 10 most cited authors h index Number of studies Citations

Locker, D 52 5 1036

Feine, J 36 4 680

Lund, J 58 3 615

Miyazaki, H 14 6 598

Takehara, T 18 3 557

Ikebe, K 36 4 554

Awad, M 22 2 531

Kikutani, T 35 3 512

Shimazaki, Y 23 3 508

Soh, I 20 2 472
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SCIENTIFIC MAPPING ANALYSIS

The geographical analysis of the papers 
reveals that Europe accounts for the largest 
volume of publications (Figure 4), with 46 papers 
and 4,766 citations. Within this group, Finland 
stands out with 7 papers and 743 citations. Asia 
follows with 27 papers and 2,958 citations, with 
Japan leading the region with 21 papers and 1,590 
citations. North America contributes 19 papers 
and 2,297 citations, with the United States accou-
nting for 12 papers and 1,187 citations. South 
America has a smaller share, with 6 papers and 
526 citations, with Brazil being the most repre-
sented country, with 5 papers and 390 citations. 
Oceania shows the least representation, with only 
2 papers and 170 citations, all from Australia.

 
To enhance scientific mapping, a keyword 

co-occurrence analysis was conducted to identify 
the most relevant research areas in geriatric dentis-
try. The most frequent keywords, such as tooth 

loss, oral health, elderly, prevalence, and quality 
of life, indicate a focus on the impacts of tooth 
loss on the elderly population. Additionally, terms 
like health, disease, risk, and geriatric dentistry 
suggest a relationship between diseases and risk 
factors in oral health. The presence of words like 
teeth, mortality, and people points to the influence 
of oral health on life expectancy and overall well-
being, while concepts such as dental caries, older 
people, and quality of life reinforce concerns about 
dental caries and its effects on aging. Furthermore, 
the connection between xerostomia and symptoms 
highlights the importance of dry mouth as a common 
issue among older adults. The high interconnecti-
vity among these terms suggests that the research 
addresses the intersection between oral health, risk 
factors, and quality of life in the elderly population, 
emphasizing the relevance of geriatric dentistry in 
promoting health and well-being. Figure 5 illus-
trates the keyword network, highlighting the inter-
connections between dominant research topics in 
gerodontology.

Figure 4. Global distribution of the 100 most-cited papers on geriatric dentistry.
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Figure 5. Co-occurrence network of keywords in the 100 most-cited papers on geriatric dentistry.

DISCUSSION

The bibliometric analysis of the 100 most-
cited papers in Geriatric Dentistry not only allowed 
us to identify theoretical and practical milestones 
influencing the field but also revealed trends in 
scientific production, research methods, and inter-
national collaboration. This study highlights the 
ongoing evolution of research in Geriatric Dentistry 
and underscores the historical importance of this 
specialty in the context of population aging.

The results show that the most cited studies 
focus on epidemiology and healthcare services 
research, with special emphasis on issues addres-
sing the prevalence of oral diseases and challen-
ges in caring for the elderly. The dominance of 

the epidemiological theme, which accumulated 
a citation ratio of 205.05 per paper, highlights 
the need to understand the patterns and factors 
associated with oral health in this population 
(14-17). In turn, the high citation ratio observed in 
the healthcare services research category (276.11 
citations per paper) emphasizes the relevance of 
studies investigating care models, public policies, 
and strategies to improve the quality of dental care 
for the elderly (10,18,19).

The paper by Petersen (20), the most-cited 
of this survey, exemplifies how a global approach 
can influence public health practices and mobilize 
efforts to promote better oral health among the 
elderly. This influence is reflected in both the 
high number of citations and the citation density, 
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demonstrating that studies focused on health 
strategies and policies can have a lasting impact 
on clinical practice and research.

The predominance of cross-sectional studies 
and systematic reviews among the most-cited 
papers reflects a methodological trend that favors 
large-scale data assessment and the synthesis of 
available knowledge (1,21). These types of studies 
are fundamental to establishing a solid founda-
tion to support the formulation of policies and 
clinical guidelines. Although cohort and validation 
studies also significantly contributed to advan-
cing knowledge, the high citation ratio of reviews 
suggests that consolidating evidence through 
systematic approaches is especially valued in the 
field (22-24).

It is also worth emphasizing the importance 
of adapting dental care to the specific needs of 
the elderly, considering factors such as the preva-
lence of conditions like periodontitis, candidiasis, 
and cognitive decline, which are often associated 
with the deterioration of oral health in this popula-
tion (25,26). The findings reinforce the idea that 
maintaining oral health not only improves the 
quality of life for the elderly but also may reduce 
morbidity associated with other systemic condi-
tions, such as pneumonia. Thus, dental health 
professionals and policymakers can use these 
data to guide prevention and treatment strategies, 
emphasizing the importance of evidence-based 
interventions (27,28).

While this study provides a comprehensive 
view of the most influential papers in Geriatric 
Dentistry, it is important to consider some limita-
tions. The reliance on specific databases and the 
selection criterion based on citation counts may 
introduce biases, such as a preference for papers 
in English or from journals with greater internatio-

nal visibility. Additionally, the exclusion of confe-
rence proceedings may limit a complete understan-
ding of the development of knowledge in the field.

 
The results of this study suggest promising 

directions for future research in Geriatric Dentistry. 
The diversification of study designs and intensifica-
tion of international collaborations could potentially 
expand the understanding of the challenges faced 
in elderly oral health. Furthermore, the integration of 
new technologies and data analysis methodologies 
may allow for an even more accurate assessment 
of the impact of studies and facilitate the identifi-
cation of knowledge gaps. Such advances will be 
crucial for the development of innovative strate-
gies to improve the quality of life of the elderly and 
promote healthy aging.

The study reveals a low concentration of publi-
cations originating from less privileged countries, 
highlighting the need for strategies to enhance 
their representation in academic research. To 
address this, journals and editors should implement 
measures such as waivers or discounts on publi-
cation fees, the inclusion of editors and reviewers 
from underrepresented regions, the promotion of 
multilingual accessibility, and support for capacity-
building initiatives such as workshops and mento-
ring programs. Additionally, fostering research on 
topics relevant to these regions, launching special 
issues, and strengthening open-access models are 
essential to facilitating knowledge dissemination. 
More flexible submission guidelines that consider 
local challenges and specificities, along with the 
encouragement of international collaborations, 
can further contribute to greater inclusion. Recog-
nizing the importance of studies addressing health 
disparities and regional interventions is crucial to 
ensuring greater visibility and impact for scientific 
contributions from less privileged countries in the 
global research landscape.
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Although bibliometric analysis provides valua-
ble insights into the evolution of research in Geriatric 
Dentistry, it also highlights critical gaps and areas 
where future studies should focus. The dominance 
of epidemiological studies and healthcare servi-
ces research, despite their high citation impact, 
suggests an opportunity to diversify methodolo-
gies by incorporating longitudinal and interventio-
nal studies to better understand causality and the 
long-term effects of interventions. 

Furthermore, while systematic reviews play 
a crucial role in consolidating knowledge, there is a 
need for more original research exploring emerging 
issues such as the integration of digital health 
tools, personalized treatment approaches, and 
interdisciplinary care models for elderly patients. 
Another notable gap lies in the underrepresenta-
tion of studies addressing social determinants of 
oral health in aging populations, including dispa-
rities in access to dental care and the influence 
of socioeconomic status on oral health outcomes. 
Additionally, the strong citation impact of studies 
focused on public health strategies underscores 
the need for further exploration of the practical 
implementation and effectiveness of these policies 
in different healthcare contexts. As the field advan-
ces, embracing technological innovations and 
fostering greater international collaboration will be 
essential to bridging these gaps and ensuring that 
research findings translate into tangible improve-
ments in geriatric dental care.

CONCLUSION 

Based on the 100 most-cited articles, it is 
evident that research in geriatric dentistry is predo-
minantly characterized by cross-sectional studies. 
These studies have had a significant impact on 
health services research. Future implications 

suggest the need for more longitudinal studies to 
better understand the long-term effects of inter-
ventions in geriatric dentistry. Additionally, there 
is a growing need for research that integrates 
diverse methodologies and explores the effective-
ness of oral health strategies in different cultural 
and socioeconomic contexts.
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