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A new species of Scaris from southeastern Brazil, with notes on
S nessimiani and S. bahiensis (Homoptera: Cicadellidae)
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Abstract: A new leafhopper species, Scarisangrensis sp.nov., isdescribed and illustrated based on an adult male
from Angra dos Reis, State of Rio de Janeiro, southeastern Brazil. The holotype is deposited in the entomolog-
ical collection of Museu Nacional, Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The new species seemsto be
more closely related to S bahiensis because of its single ventral process on the aedeagal base, being distin-
guished from that by the apical shape of the stylus. A problem related to theillustrations in the original descrip-

tion of S nessimiani and S. bahiensis is herein corrected.

Key words: Insecta, Gyponinae, leafhopper, taxonomy, neotropics.

The Neotropical genus Scaris Le Peletier
& Serville, 1825 (Cicadellidae: Gyponinae) is
composed of 69 described species (Freytag &
Del ong 1982, Freytag 1989, Coelho 1993), 17
of them occurring in Brazil, mostly in the
Amazon Region. In thiswork a new species of
Scarisisdescribed from Angrados Rels, in the
southern littoral of State of Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil. The figures of the illustrations in the
original description of S. nessimiani Coelho,
1993 and S. bahiensis Coelho, 1993 (Coelho
1993) are corrected.

Scaris angrensis sp.nov. (Figs 1-6)

Male: Length of body 13.6 mm. Crown
orange-yellow, striate transversally, three
times as wide between eyes at base as median
length; median line brown not reaching the
anterior margin; eyes dark; ocelli red, closer to

proximal eye than to median line. Face orange-
yellow. Pronotum amost twice as wide as
median length, orange-yellow with narrow
transverse brown band on posterior margin,
striate transversally, with many small spots
except near the anterior margin; irregular
brown-reddish spots on lateral borders, and
pair of brown-reddish spots (little larger than
the others) on central region. Scutellum brown
with a latero-basal black spot; scutellar suture
strongly marked, apical half transversally stri-
ated, with central irregular orange-yellow spot.
Forewings pale-brown with many small brown
spots, venation brown; claval veins with dark
brown spot on the apex; appendix developed,
with two dark spots. Subgenital plate narrowing
to apex, with length three times maximum
width; apex rounded. Style long, apical region
broad, truncate, and compressed with superior
pointed projection; pre-apical region narrowed,
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1.0 mm

Figs. 1-6. Scaris angrensis, sp.nov., adult male. Subgenital plate (1); style, ventral view (2); style, lateral view (3); aedea
gus, ventral view (4); aedeagus, lateral view (5); pygofer, lateral view (6).
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thinly serrulate on the outer margin, with short
projection. Aedeagus stout, curving upward,
with well-developed longitudinal latero-dorsal
folds along shaft; single short ventro-basal
process at the middle, with rounded apex point-
ing downward; apex of shaft with pair of short,
delicate dorsal processes. Pygofer truncate at
apex, with dender dorsal anterior process on
each side into capsule, with hemisferical latero-
ventral fold in the median third.

Female: Unknown.

Type locality: District of Jussaral
(22° 56" S, 44° 16" W, dtitude 240 m), county
of Angra dos Reis, southern littoral of State of
Rio de Janeiro, southeastern Brazil.

Type material: Holotype, adult male,
November 1934, L. Travassos col., deposited
in entomological collection of the Museu
Nacional, Universidade Federal do Rio de
Janeiro (MNRJ), Brazil.

Etymology: From Angra dos Reis, a
county of state of Rio de Janeiro where the
holotype was collected.

Remarks: S angrensis sp.nov. issimilar to
several species of this genus in color pattern
and shape of subgenital plates, such as S
bahiensis, S. nessimiani (Coelho 1993) and S
defecta (DelLong & Freytag, 1969) (DelL.ong &
Freytag 1969). Nevertheless, the new species
seems to be more closely related to S bahiensis
because of the singular ventral process on the
aedeagal base. S angrensis sp.nov. can be easi-
ly distinguished from S. bahiensis by the apical
shape of stylus, which is broad, truncate, and
laterally compressed in the former.

Notes on Scaris nessimiani and S.
bahiensis: Both species were described from

Brazil. Figures 8-14 in Coelho's (1993) paper
actually refer to S bahiensis and figures 1-7
actually refer to S nessimiani. These differ-
ences were confirmed by the observation of
the holotypes.
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RESUMEN

Se describe e ilustra un nuevo cicadélido, Scaris
angrensis sp.nov., basado en un macho adulto de Angra
dos Reis, litoral sur del Estado de Rio de Janeiro. El
holotipo esté depositado en la coleccion de insectos del
Museu Nacional, Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro,
Brasil. La nueva especie parece estar relacionada mas
estrechamente con S bahiensis debido a su “proceso” ven-
tral en la base del edeago, difiriendo en laformadel apice
del estilo. Se corrige un problema relacionado con la
descripcion original de S nessimiani y de S. bahiensis.
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