Dear Editor:

Please find attached our manuscript entitled “Stomatal density, leaf and plant size of the red
mangrove (Rhizophora mangle L.) along contrasting salinities in the Mexican Caribbean”.

The aim of this work was to evaluate the effects of salinity on leaf size, stomatal density and
plant size in Rhizophora mangle. In this study we found that while leaf size decreased with
increasing salinity stomatal densities were similar regardless of leaf size, suggesting a similar
stomatal conductance per unit area leaf area but greater transpiration in larger leaves. To our
knowledge, this is the first report on the plasticity of stomatal densities as a function of salinity
in mangroves. We believe the manuscript fits the aim and scope of the Journal of Tropical
Biology and Conservation, since it deals with leaf structural and ecophysiological adaptations
of a tropical key species. All authors have participated in data analysis and manuscript
elaboration and agree with content of the manuscript. This is an original paper which has not
been published before or simultaneously in other journals. All ethical requirements have been
met and we declare no conflict of interest in any way. We agree to pay additional fees for
publication if necessary.

I am looking forward to your favourable consideration for review.
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