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Dear Editor

Please find enclosed manuscript “Early ontogeny and swimming behavior of larvae of the neotropical fish Prochilodus costatus Valenciennes 1850 and Prochilodus argenteus Spix & Agassiz 1829 (Characiformes: Prochilodontidae)” we are submitting for publication in the Revista de Biologia Tropical.

The submitted manuscript is original and all authors agree with the publication in Revista de Biologia Topical. The search follows the ethical standards, the handling and euthanizing of the specimens followed the guidelines of the National Council for the Control of Animal Experimentation (CONCEA) and Pontifícia Universidade Católica de Minas Gerais. We agree to pay for additional pages if necessary.

The purpose of this study was to focus on fish larvae and to draw needed attention to this critical life period that is so important for fish aquaculture and fisheries and to understand the anthropogenic impacts on the ecosystem, to present information on the ontogenetic events from hatching to the absorption of the yolk sac as well as the larvae swimming behaviour of Prochilodus costatus and  Prochilodus argenteus, which are useful for the improvement of hatchery practices in aquaculture and for the characterisation of the species which is  important  for commercial fishing .
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Best regards.

Dr. José Enemir dos Santos
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