Surface complexity enhances early invertebrate recruitment on novel substrates for coral reef restoration
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Supplementary Material

Representative photographs of the six experimental treatments used in this study. Plates (20 × 20 cm) were manufactured from three substrate materials: commercially available Portland cement, calcium carbonate-enriched ceramic, and Net-Zero AragoReef (aragocrete). For each material, two levels of surface complexity were tested: flat and relief-added. Figure 1 shows flat concrete (a), relief-added concrete (b), flat ceramic (c), relief-added ceramic (d), flat aragocrete (e), and relief-added aragocrete (f). Relief-added treatments incorporated additional surface relief to increase structural complexity and microhabitat availability for colonizing organisms.
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Figure S1. Experimental settlement plates before deployment
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